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Principal's Message

Greetings Plainfield Central Families-

What a great start to school we’ve had!  It has been wonderful to be able to resume middle
school traditions at Plainfield Central.  Our eighth graders took their annual field trip to the
Nathan Hale House in Coventry. Clubs and athletics are well underway, and our students are
thriving!

November reminds us to be thankful and to consider all that we may have.  Each day I am
grateful to come to PCMS and interact with such an incredible group of students, educators, and
staff.  We have a lot to look forward to this month as well. One event is parent-teacher
conferences taking place on November 1st.   NJHS members will be in the lobby to help check in
and direct parents for their conference. They will also be collecting for Project PIN if you have the
ability to bring a donation.  See more information about this at the end of this letter.

David R. St. Jean,
Principal, PCMS

Important Dates

● October 26: early release for students- staff has ½ day (PM) Professional Development
● October 31:  regular school day- costumes are not permitted.
● November 1:  Parent Conferences
● November 2:  8th grade trip/tour of Plainfield High School
● November 11:  Veteran’s Day,  No School
● November 23, 24 and 25: Thanksgiving Break

https://ctlandmarks.org/educational-programming/nathan-hale-education/
https://ctlandmarks.org/educational-programming/nathan-hale-education/


School Counseling Information

Grade 8 students will be visiting Plainfield High School on November 2nd.  Students and staff will
leave PCS at 9:30 and will return to PCS at noon. While at the PHS, grade 8 students will receive a
tour of the building, a presentation of all PHS has to offer, and get to see some hands-on learning
taking place in classes like engineering and technology.

All Technical High School Applications should go live on their school webpages the first week in
November. All Technical School webpages can be found on the Grade 8 counseling page.

Stay Engaged: What Does Parent Engagement Look Like at the Middle School?

The connection between home and school is one of the most important relationships that help
ensure that our children are well supported towards realizing their individual success. Though
middle school family engagement might not look like it did in elementary school, there are so
many ways to be engaged. Here are a few ideas to stay connected (link):

● Approach homework with positivity- The purpose of homework is to offer practice of key
content and skills to build towards mastery. Homework is assigned to help build
independence and also provides families with a window into the classroom.

● Monitor ASPEN- We aim to keep grades as current as possible, check to see how your
child(ren) are doing.

● Contact our staff- You know your child(ren) best- communicating with school counselors,
teachers, administration, and support staff help to make sure we have necessary
information to support each child.

● Emphasize a growth mindset- Middle school is HARD- and not just because of the content
they are studying. Students are navigating adolescence, friendships, and learning. It is
important that we celebrate success, and learn from failure.

● Help establish routines and structures- Help make sure that our middle schoolers are
sleeping enough, eating well, and taking care of themselves so they are ready to tackle each
day.

● Stay Aware- Students have access to so much information (and misinformation) with cell
phones and other technology. Consider parental limits and open conversations about the
safety of social media.

● Keep children in school- Attendance is important. Of course we encourage children who are
unwell to stay home, but when they are well we need them here.

● Attend athletic games and other student events- Come cheer on the sidelines or in the
audience for our PCMS athletes, musicians, competitors, and performers.

● Help reinforce schoolwide expectations- We are committed to maintaining our school wide
behavior expectations.

https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/protective/factsheets/parentengagement_parents.htm


School Lunch

While all school lunches are currently still free, this program will eventually end.   To ensure
students are provided for, please see this information on school lunches.

Stay Connected

If you haven’t yet… give us a follow on Instagram and Twitter… @PCMS_Royals

Athletic News

The regular season for fall sports is coming to a close and winter sports registration through
Family ID is open. Students can be on the lookout for more information about tryouts for our
winter sports:  basketball and cheerleading.

Attendance

Even as children grow older and more independent, families play a key role in making sure
students access learning opportunities and understand why attendance is so important for
success in school. Click here for some other important attendance support ideas.

Tech Tip for Families:

To obtain a better understanding of the apps and games that are available to your student, visit
Common Sense Media. As a parent, you can access age-based ratings and reviews on apps, games,
movies, tv, books, and podcasts. Additionally, there is a Parent Tips and FAQ section that provides
rich information on topics and platforms that are prevalent among our students.

Community Outreach

Project Pin will be providing Thanksgiving baskets for those in need in our community. If in need,
families can reach out directly to the school or Project Pin.  Additionally,  NJHS will be running a
food drive. This will be so important not only for Thanksgiving baskets, but for the food pantry
that Project Pin runs.   Last year, Project Pin provided 352 baskets to families in need in our
community.  They are expecting over 400 this year.   Please consider helping out if you are able.
Every little bit helps- SEE BELOW

https://www.plainfieldschools.org/resources/school_lunch
https://www.instagram.com/pcms_royals/
https://twitter.com/PCMS_Royals
https://pcs.plainfieldschools.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=653153
https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/MiddleHigh_handout_101321.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/



